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1 . SUMMARY. US ANNOUNCEMENT OF MAJOR REALIGNMENT IN FORCE 
STRUCTURE ON OKINAWA HAS RECEIVED LIMITED AND ON WHOLE FAVORABLE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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REACTION, DUE TO POLITICALLY SENSITIVE AND SKILLFUL MANNER IN 
WHICH US MILITARY SERVICES HAVE HANDLED THIS DIFFICULT 
PROBLEM. END SUMMARY. 

2. USFJ ANNOUNCEMENT OF PLANS FOR TRANSFER OF MEDICAL AND 
LOGISTICAL SUPPORT MISSIONS FROM ARMY TO OTHER SERVICES. 

WHICH WAS NOTIFIED TO PREFECTURAL GOVERNMENT AND RELEASED TO 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


LOCAL PRESS ON DEC 15, HAS RECEIVED ONLY LIMITED PUBLIC 
ATTNTION AND ON THE WHOLE FAVORABLE COMMENT. IN ONLY PRESS 
COVERAGE TO DATE, PRESS ON DEC 16 REPORTED FAVORABLE REACTION 
BY VICE GOVERNOR NOIIMA TO ANNOUNCEMENT THAT MORE THAN 90 
PERCENT OF OVER 1000 OKINAWAN BASE EMPLOYEES AFFECTED WOULD 
BE TRANSFERRED WITH SUPPORT MISSIONS TO POSITIONS IN OTHER 
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SERVICES EVEN THOUGH TRANSFER OF EMPLOYEES NOT REQUIRED BY 
MASTOR LABOR CONTRACT. 

3. THIS MAIOR US ANNOUNCEMENT CAME AT A TIME WHEN OKINAWANS 
IN GENERAL ARE PREOCCUPIED AND DEEPLY CONCERNED OVER DEPRESSED 
STATE AND UNFAVORABLE FUTURE PROSPECTS OF OKINAWAN ECONOMY, 
IN PARTICULAR HIGH AND INCREASING RATE OF UNEMPLOYMENT 
(CURRENTLY EXCEEDING 6 PERCENT OF LABOR FORCE, 3 TIMES 
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE IN MAINLAND IAPAN.) THIS MAJOR REALIGNMENT 
OF US FORCE STRUCTURE HAS HAD POTENTIAL OF STIMULATING 
SERIOUS ADVERSE OKINAWANS ATTITUDES TOWARDS CONTINUED 
PRESENCE OF OUR MILITARY BASES. THAT THIS HAD NOT TRANSPIRED 
IS DUE TO POLITICALLY SENSITIVE AND SKILLFUL MANNER IN WHICH 
US MILITARY SERVICES ARE CARRYING OUT TRANSFER OF MISSIONS, 
HOLDING TO THE BARE MINIMUM THE NUMBER OF OKINAWAN 
WORKERS WHO WILL LOSE EMPLOYMENT AT OUR BASES. 
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